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Ref: CALTRANS’ EXPOSURE FOR PAYING LEGAL COSTS IN LAWSUITS

At the March Commission meeting, Commissioner Wolf presented a proposal to sponsor
legislation authorizing Caltrans to recover its legal costs for lawsuits in which the State prevails.

Commissioner Hallisey asked staff to clarify the existing statutory provisions, if any, allowing
Caltrans to recover legal costs for tort cases in which the State prevails.

The Caltrans response to this inquiry is attached.  It is clear from this response that a policy to
recover legal costs for all, or some categories, of the lawsuits in which the State prevails would
require legislation.






